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Example 3.5
The following is a list of 20 golfers’ scores on a difficult par-4 golf hole: 2, 3, 3, 3, 3, 3, 4, 
4, 4, 4, 4, 4, 4, 4, 5, 5, 5, 5, 6, and 7. What score did these golfers card the most (mode) 
on this hole?

Table 3.4 lists these scores in a frequency distribution table. From this table, it is clear that 
most golfers scored a par 4 on this difficult hole. Therefore, the mode, or most common 
score on this hole, was par.

Score f (x)

Eagle (2) 1

Birdie (3) 5

Par (4) 8

Bogey (5) 4

Double-bogey (6) 1

Triple-bogey (7) 1

TABLE 3.4 � The Frequency of Scores on a Hypothetical Par-4 Golf Hole

Example 3.6
A researcher recorded the number of symptoms for major depressive disorder (MDD) 
expressed in a small sample of 20 “at-risk” participants: 0, 4, 3, 6, 5, 2, 3, 3, 5, 4, 6, 3, 5, 
6, 4, 0, 0, 3, 0, and 1. How many symptoms of MDD did participants in this sample most 
commonly express?

First list these scores in numeric order: 0, 0, 0, 0, 1, 2, 3, 3, 3, 3, 3, 4, 4, 4, 5, 5, 5, 6, 6, 
and 6. In doing so, we find that 3, which occurred five times, is the mode in this data set. 
Participants in this “at-risk” sample most often reported three symptoms of MDD.

1.	 The _____________ is the value in a data set that 
occurs most often or most frequently.

2.	 Identify the mode: A study reports that women are 
more likely to ask for directions than men.

3.	 A researcher observes the following data set: 3, 5, 4, 
4, 6, 7, 8, 2, 3, 2, 4, 2, 2, and 4. How many modes are 
in this distribution? State the value of each mode.

LEARNING CHECK 4

Answers: 1. Mode; 2. Women; 3. There are two modes: 2 and 4 each occur four times.


